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Title of Sermon: What Difference at This Point Does it Make?
These words were spoken by the Secretary of State of the United States on January 23, 2012 during the Benghazi hearings which were looking into the attack that occurred on September 11, 2012 in which 4 Americans died. What makes it a tragedy was that repeated requests for more security in this most dangerous section of the world, were repeatedly denied.

What difference at this point does it make? These 4 men, one an ambassador, all had families. It definitely made a difference because they died by negligence on the part of the state department. But this sermon is not about Hillary Clinton, Benghazi, the State Department or the fallen heroes. I only used her words for the title because it implies indifference.
I do believe that God is trying to address the denomination of Seventh-day Adventists with a doctrinal error that must be corrected. Every Seventh-day Adventist has no problem with which day is the Sabbath and they should in turn recognize the importance of getting this message out to the world.
But there is a doctrinal error that has developed over the years that puts us at odds with the pioneers of our faith. Why is this important? For a very good reason. You see our pioneers were non-Trinitarians and they wrote many articles in opposition to the Trinitarian position. Jesus told Sister White that the writings of the pioneers need to be published. Now if their non-Trinitarian position was wrong, wouldn’t God’s prophet been instructed to see that their error was corrected?
Before I give you some Pioneer statements, I want to tell you what General Conference president Ted Wilson said to some Australians recently when he was there. He said the Seventh-day Adventist Church is Trinitarian and it is not going to change. In other words Brother Wilson was stating that there are three Gods in the Godhead as stated in the Fundamental Beliefs #2, #3, #4 and #5 of the denomination. I am showing the first sentence for each numbered belief as I took it off the 1981 Fundamental Beliefs and these agree with the same as shown on the current denomination web site.
2. The Trinity - There is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, a unity of three co-eternal Persons. 
3. The Father - God the eternal Father is the Creator, Source, Sustainer, and Sovereign of all creation. 

4. The Son - God the eternal Son became incarnate in Jesus Christ. 

5. The Holy Spirit - God the eternal Spirit was active with the Father and the Son in Creation, incarnation, and redemption. 

I will say that this is the position I was taught by leaders, I believed it, I taught it and I defended it. This is what Ted Wilson calls our Trinitarian belief. It is more commonly stated by pastors and leaders as God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 
I have since learned that the 3 word phrase “God the Son” and the 4 word phrase “God the Holy Spirit,” though commonly addressed by pastors and leaders, is not found in the Old or New Testaments of the Bible and nowhere in the Spirit of Prophecy.
Here is a point to ponder, if the Father, Son relationship did not start until the incarnation, then why did Solomon write one thousand years before that event, the following in Proverbs 30:4 “Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? who hath gathered the wind in his fists? who hath bound the waters in a garment? who hath established all the ends of the earth? what [is] his name, and what [is] his son's name, if thou canst tell?”
The Non-Trinitarian position of the pioneers is that God the Father has always been, the Son of God was begotten in eternity and is of the same substance as the Father and is therefore eternal. The Holy Spirit is not a third God Being, rather it is the Spirit of Christ and/or the Spirit of the Father in the person of their Omnipresence that is the Holy Spirit as we will clearly see today. 
Now if the pioneers were non-Trinitarian and were very anti-Trinitarian in their writings, shouldn’t Ellen White have corrected them if they were wrong?

 Here are the fundamental Principles of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in 1872. I give the first sentence of those beliefs referring to God.
I. That there is one God, a personal, spiritual being, the creator of all things, omnipotent, omniscient, and eternal, infinite in wisdom, holiness, justice, goodness, truth, and mercy; unchangeable, and everywhere present by his representative, the Holy Spirit.   

II. That there is one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Eternal Father, the one by whom God created all things, and by whom they do consist; that he took on him the nature of the seed of Abraham for the redemption of our fallen race; that he dwelt among men full of grace and truth, lived our example, died our sacrifice, was raised for our justification, ascended on high to be our only mediator in the sanctuary in Heaven, where, with his own blood he makes atonement for our sins.
Right now I want to give you some quotes from recent authors and a few of our pioneers.


First George Knight – author of many books. "Most of the founders of Seventh-day Adventism would not be able to join the church today if they had to subscribe to the denomination's Fundamental Beliefs. More specifically, most would not be able to agree to belief number 2, which deals with the doctrine of the Trinity." George Knight, Ministry, October 1993, p. 10.


William G. Johnsson, Adventist Review, Jan 6, 1994, p. 10. "Adventist beliefs have changed over the years under the impact of 'present truth'. Most startling is the teaching regarding Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord…the Trinitarian understanding of God, now part of our fundamental beliefs, was not generally held by the early Adventsists."

Pioneer J. N. Loughborough "The word Trinity nowhere occurs in the Scriptures. The principal text supposed to teach it is 1 John 5:7, which is an interpolation. Clarke says, 'Out of one hundred and thirteen manuscripts, the text is wanting in one hundred and twelve. It occurs in no MS. before the tenth century. And the first place the text occurs in Greek, is in the Greek translation of the acts of the Council of Latern, held A.D. 1215.'-Com. on John 1, and remarks at close of chap." Review and Herald, Nov. 5, 1861.
Pioneer R. F. Cottrell - "My reasons for not adopting and defending it, are 1. Its name is unscriptural the Trinity, or the triune God, is unknown to the Bible; and I have entertained the idea that doctrines which require words coined in the human mind to express them, are coined doctrines. 2. I have never felt called upon to adopt and explain that which is contrary to all the sense and reason that God has given me. All my attempts at an explanation of such a subject would make it no clearer to my friends..." Review and Herald, June 1, 1869.

Pioneer James White, husband of Ellen White and a strong Anti-Trinitarian - "“The “mystery of iniquity” began to work in the church in Paul's day. It finally crowded out the simplicity of the gospel, and corrupted the doctrine of Christ, and the church went into the wilderness. Martin Luther, and other reformers, arose in the strength of God, and with the Word and Spirit, made mighty strides in the Reformation. The greatest fault we can find in the Reformation is, the Reformers stopped reforming. Had they gone on, and onward, till they had left the last vestige of Papacy behind, such as natural immortality, sprinkling, the trinity, and Sunday-keeping, the church would now be free from her unscriptural errors.” — (James White, Review and Herald, February 7, 1856, p. 148)

Ellen White quotes regarding the Holy Spirit:
“The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ, which is sent to all men to give them sufficiency, that through His grace we might be complete in Him.” — (Ellen G. White, 14 Manuscript Releases, p. 84) — The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ!

“This refers to the omnipresence of the Spirit of Christ, called the Comforter.” — (Ellen G. White, 14MR 179.3) — The Spirit of Christ is also the Comforter.

“Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally; therefore it was altogether for their advantage that He should leave them, go to His father, and send the Holy Spirit to be His successor on earth. The Holy Spirit is Himself (Christ) divested of the personality of humanity and independent thereof. He would represent Himself as present in all places by His Holy Spirit, as the Omnipresent.” — (Ellen G. White, 14MR 23.3, 1895) — The Holy Spirit is Christ Himself by His Spirit.

“The Holy Spirit is the comforter, as the personal presence of Christ to the soul.” — (Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, November 29, 1892) — The Holy Spirit is the Comforter which is the personal presence of Christ in you by His Spirit.

“The Holy Spirit is the Comforter, in Christ's name. He personifies Christ, yet is a distinct personality.” — (Ellen G. White, Manuscript Releases Volume 20, MR No. 1487) — The Holy Spirit is the Comforter as the person of Christ with a distinct personality.

“When trials overshadow the soul, remember the words of Christ, remember that He is an unseen presence in the person of the Holy Spirit,” — (Ellen G. White, DG 185.2, 1897) — Ellen White calls Christ by His Holy Spirit a person.

“Let them be thankful to God for His manifold mercies and be kind to one another. They have one God and one Saviour; and one Spirit--the Spirit of Christ--is to bring unity into their ranks.” — (Ellen G. White, Testimonies Volume 9, p. 189, 1909)

“Christ has given his Spirit as a divine power.” — (Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, November 19, 1908). 
“The divine Spirit that the world's Redeemer promised to send, is the presence and power of God.” — (Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, November 23).

“The Holy Spirit is a free, working, independent agency.” — (Review and Herald, May 5, 1896).

“… and the Lord Jesus, the unseen, agency, by His Holy Spirit is to make the Word efficacious and powerful.”—Letter 105, 1900. — (Ellen G. White, 2SM 18.3)

Who is the Holy Spirit that she calls an independent agency? “The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ; it is His representative. Here is the divine agency that carries conviction to hearts.” — (Ellen G. White, 13MR 313.3, 1895).

Ellen White demonstrated a distinction between the words “person” and “being.” While she speaks of three persons or personalities and powers in the Godhead, she consistently identifies only two beings: The Father and His Son.

Here is how Ellen White saw the three PERSONS of the Godhead. “They have one God and one Saviour; and one Spirit--the Spirit of Christ” — (Testimonies Volume 9, p. 189, 1909) Do you see now that the third person of the Godhead is the Spirit of Christ and not a third God Being?
Here is how she saw the three highest BEINGS in heaven before the fall of man. The Father, Son and Satan.  “Satan, next to Christ, was ... highest in power and glory.” — (Signs of the Times, July 23, 1902) This makes it clear that there was no third God.
Here is how she saw the three highest BEINGS in heaven after the fall of man. The Father, Son and Gabriel.  “It was Gabriel, the angel next in rank to the Son of God,” — (Desire of Ages, p. 234)

Ellen White never used the Trinitarian phrases “God the Son” or “God the Holy Spirit” which are commonly used today by Seventh-day Adventists and Trinitarians. These phrases do not exist in Scripture and came from the Catholic Church. So Ellen White being non-Trinitarian never used them once in the one hundred thousand plus pages that she wrote!
“The Holy Spirit always leads to the written word. The Holy Spirit is a person; for He beareth witness with our spirits that we are the children of God. ... The Holy Spirit has a personality, else He could not bear witness to our spirits and with our spirits that we are the children of God. He must also be a divine person, else He could not search out the secrets which lie hidden in the mind of God.” — (Ellen G. White, MS 20, 1906) — Evangelism 616.6 and 617.1

The only quote we really need is one where Ellen White says, “The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ, which is sent to all men to give them sufficiency, that through His grace we might be complete in Him.” — (14 Manuscript Releases, p. 84). Because this alone reveals that the above quote to be referring to the Spirit of Christ and not another literal being.

“When trials overshadow the soul, remember the words of Christ, remember that He is an unseen presence in the person of the Holy Spirit,” — (Ellen G. White, DG 185.2, 1897)

Christ of course is a person and hence one of the reasons she calls Christ the person of the Holy Spirit since it is His presence by His Spirit. Note that she often uses the word unseen when referring to Christ by His Spirit. So if she is calling Christ or the Holy Spirit unseen it is because she means it is Christ by His Spirit as in this form He cannot be seen. For example: “The human agent, the seen instrument, is to preach the Word, and the Lord Jesus, the unseen, agency, by His Holy Spirit is to make the Word efficacious and powerful.”—Letter 105, 1900. — (Ellen G. White, 2SM 18.3)

Christ through His Spirit is also the Comforter.  “The holy Spirit is the comforter, as the personal presence of Christ to the soul.” — (E.G. White, Review and Herald, November 29, 1892).  

“This refers to the omnipresence of the Spirit of Christ, called the Comforter.” — (Ellen G. White, 14MR 179.3)

So the Comforter is the Holy Spirit which is the Spirit of Christ. The quote in question says The Holy Spirit has a personality and below she effectively says the Holy Spirit of Christ has a distinct personality. So there is no conflict here either. The entire quote is referring to Christ by His Spirit and not another literal being.  “The Holy Spirit is the Comforter, in Christ's name. He personifies Christ, yet is a distinct personality.” — (Ellen G. White, Manuscript Releases Volume 20, MR No. 1487)

“The Lord [Jesus] says this because He knows it is for our good. He would build a wall around us, to keep us from transgression, so that His blessing and love may be bestowed on us in rich measure. This is the reason we have established a school here. The Lord [Jesus] instructed us that this was the place in which we should locate, and we have had every reason to think that we are in the right 
place. We have been brought together as a school, and we need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a person as God is a person, is walking through these grounds, unseen by human eyes; that the Lord God is our Keeper and Helper. He hears every word we utter and knows every thought of the mind.” — (Ellen G. White, Sermons and Talks Volume 2, pp. 136-137, 1899)

We now know that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ who is as much a person as God is a person but what else reveals this? The context also shows it is the Lord Jesus Christ through His Spirit who walks through these grounds as our Keeper and Helper. He is the one who hears every word we utter and knows every thought of the mind. He is the only one who can renew our mind and transform us into His image through the power of His Spirit. Thus the close unity between God, who is a person, and the Holy Spirit of Christ, who is as much as a person, is clearly demonstrated. 

Who does Ellen White say is walking through our streets unseen by human eyes by His Holy Spirit? “Christ walks unseen through our streets. With messages of mercy He comes to our homes.” — (Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing, p. 107). 
And who does Ellen White say hears every word we utter? “Remember that Jesus is beside you wherever you go, noting your actions and listening to your words.” — (Ellen G. White, The Youth's Instructor, February 4, 1897). The answer is Christ through His Spirit. And considering a Spirit cannot be seen, why does she state the obvious by saying unseen by human eyes? Because it is Christ who is an actual being that by His physical presence can be seen just as people can but by His Spirit cannot be seen. 
“The human agent, the seen instrument, is to preach the Word, and the Lord Jesus, the unseen, agency, by His Holy Spirit is to make the Word efficacious and powerful.”—Letter 105, 1900.” — (Ellen G. White, 2SM 18.3).  So how does Christ walk unseen through our streets? By His Holy Spirit. And how was Christ walking unseen through the Avondale school grounds? By His Holy Spirit. So we need to realize that it is Christ, who is as much a person as God is a person, walking through these grounds, unseen by human eyes. Why is He unseen? Because He is doing so by His Holy Spirit. Ellen White was explaining omnipresence to the students at the Avondale School in this talk.

So Ellen White says it is Christ who hears every word we utter and is walking unseen by our side and He is unseen because it by His Holy Spirit.   

“How few realize that Jesus, unseen, is walking by their side! How ashamed many would be to hear His voice speaking to them, and to know that He heard all their foolish, common talk!” — (Ellen G. White, 14 MR 125.3). We also know it is Christ as she said that, “He is an unseen presence in the person of the Holy Spirit,” — (Ellen G. White, DG 185.2, 1897) and that “The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ, which is sent to all men to give them sufficiency,” — (Ellen G. White, 14 MR, p. 84). So is Christ as the unseen person of the Holy Spirit as much a person as God is a person? Of course!

“The prince of the power of evil can only be held in check by the power of God in the third person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit.” — (Special Testimonies, Series A, No. 10, p. 37, 1897) — Evangelism p. 617.2

“They have one God and one Saviour; and one Spirit--the Spirit of Christ--is to bring unity into their ranks.” — (Ellen G. White, Testimonies Volume 9, p. 189, 1909)

Christ was determined to give us a wonderful gift that could only be given once he had ascended to His Father and the Holy Spirit was given. This gift is the Comforter which is Himself by His Spirit, namely, the Spirit of Christ. She also says that Christ said that this gift is His representative, which she says is the third person of the Godhead. So Christ's representative is the Comforter, which is the Spirit of Christ, which is the Holy Spirit, which is the third person! 

“Christ determined that when he ascended from this earth, he would bestow a gift on those who had believed on him, and those who should believe on him. What gift could he bestow rich enough to signalize and grace his ascension to the mediatorial throne? It must be worthy of his greatness and his royalty. He [Christ] determined to give his representative, the third person of the Godhead.” — (Ellen G. White, The Watchman, November 28, 1905). 

The following statement from Ellen White simplifies what is being said above so there can be no misunderstanding, 
“Christ gave His representative, the third person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit.” — (Ellen G. White, CTr 301.4). 
So who is Christ's representative which is the Holy Spirit and the third person of the Godhead? Here is the unmistakable answer. 
“The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ; it is His representative. Here is the divine agency that carries conviction to hearts. When the power of His Spirit is revealed through the servants of God, we behold divinity flashing through humanity.” — (Ellen G. White, 13MR 313.3, 1895)

“Sin could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of the third person of the Godhead, who would come with no modified energy, but in the fullness of divine power. It is the Spirit that makes effectual what has been wrought out by the world's Redeemer. It is by the Spirit that the heart is made pure. Through the Spirit the believer becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power to overcome all hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil, and to impress His own character upon His church.” — (Ellen G. White, Desire of Ages, 671.2).

“There is no power in you apart from Christ, but it is your privilege to have Christ abiding in your heart by faith, and He can overcome sin in you, when you cooperate with His efforts.” — (Ellen G. White, Our High Calling, 76.5).    

“With His Spirit Christ sends a reconciling influence and a power that takes away sin.” — (Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, May 19, 1904).

“The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ; it is His representative. Here is the divine agency that carries conviction to hearts. When the power of His Spirit is revealed through the servants of God, we behold divinity flashing through humanity.” — (Ellen G. White, 13MR 313.3, 1895)

Revelation 3:1 says “And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.”

We understand that the seven Spirits of God is the Holy Spirit and since Jesus is the one talking to John about the seven churches, then this verse identifies Christ as the one that has the Holy Spirit, agreeing with God’s prophet who wrote “The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ; it is His representative.” — (Ellen G. White, 13MR 313.3, 1895)

Now back to the original question: “What difference at this point does it make?” It makes a big difference. We don’t want to stand with the rest of the Christian world as to which day we are to keep holy. So why do we want to stand with the rest of the Christian world with the erroneous doctrine of the Trinity? Why do we want to part from our pioneers who had the correct understanding of the Godhead and God never needed to correct them through His prophet?

Here is a gigantic reason why we need to get it right. Before the angel Lucifer fell, the three highest powers in heaven were God the Father, His begotten Son Jesus, and Lucifer was next in power, not a third god. Today Gabriel is next in power to Jesus. The doctrine of the Trinity evolved from Paganism into Christianity through the Roman Catholic Church and later into Protestantism. 

The early Adventist church rejected Trinitarianism, but through the failure of leadership, it became a part of the Fundamental Beliefs of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Since there are only two Divine Beings in the Godhead, the Father and the Son; it is Satan himself who has assumed the role of the third god in the Trinity, fulfilling his pledge in Isaiah 14:14 where he said, “I will be like the most high.”  

Today pastors and leaders are encouraging their congregants to pray to God the Holy Spirit. Those prayers go to Satan himself. We need only to pray to the Father and/or the Son. Shall we listen to Dwight Nelson?
Or shall we do as Jesus commanded and pray to the Father? He so commanded us to in Matthew 6:6 and also He gave us in His model prayer to pray to our heavenly Father. It is my prayer that the Lord Jesus through His Spirit has spoken to your heart today and has opened your understanding.
One final item. Yesterday around 5 AM the Lord directed my attention to the scripture the elder read this morning, Revelation 5:6 “And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, (Lamb? Jesus) having seven horns (perfect strength) and seven eyes, (perfect wisdom) which are the seven Spirits of God (the Holy Spirit – the Spirit of Christ) sent forth into all the earth.”                           
Let us pray …

